
“You should give the MODOT J-Turns careful consideration 
before you endorse them.  

If you do endorse them,  the blood of the victims of these 
intersections will be on your hands the same as it will 
be on MODOT's hands (think about all the victims of 
the Highway 54 curve beneath Jefferson Street).”

Project Added to MoDOT’s STIP 
this March



the public that J-turns on 
US 54 is the right way to 
improve safety.



1. Fall 2009 – Discussions center 
around intersection safety for a 
cooridor

2. Advisory Committee March 2010
3. Met with neighborhood groups
4. Public Meeting – January 6, 2011
5. March 2, 2011 Commission adds 

project to STIP









Rt E / Pleasant Hill 1 1 5 1 1 1 1 2 3 1 5

Monticello / Goller 2 1 2 4 5 2 3 1 2 2

Buffalo Rd / Heritage Hwy 3 4 2 4 3 2 4 1 4 4 3

Honey Creek 2 5 4 3 2 3 5 4 2 4

Route CC 3 5 5 4 5 1

Shepherd Hills 3

Monticello 3 3
Rock Port –
Cut off Bluff Extend Rd 5







ROUTE E/PLEASANT HILL RD





Still showed information 
for the overall corridor

Provide Avenue to discuss 
their intersection



U.S. 54/Brazito Road



 Improve safety along 17-mile stretch of U.S. 54 in Cole County 
with 27 crossovers

 Corridor ranked among highest in state for fatal intersection 
crashes among similar highways

 $5 million in safety funding available

Type of Accidents Total Fatal Disabling Injury

Left Turn Right Angle 22 2 0

Right Angle 52 6 13

Rear End 23 0 2

Out of Control 58 4 7

Head On 2 0 0

Sideswipe 4 0 1

Misc. 1 0 0

TOTAL 162 12 23

Data
2004 -2009



 Advisory committee established; met 
four times

 Met with residents/business owners

 Eventual proposed improvements 
included adjusting access at 11 
intersections

 Proposed improvements included       
J-turns; public not familiar 

 Public hearing -- Needed to find 
effective way to communicate  
intricacies of safety concerns and 
proposed solutions in condensed 
timeframe 

Public concerned about access 
changes came to advisory meetings

Detailed discussions with advisory 
committee



 One hour workshop sessions 
beginning every 15 minutes

 Same materials presented each 
session 

 Small session Q & A; public provide 
input/comments on proposed 
improvement plans

 On-line element available if could not 
attend or wanted to review materials



 Held at local school to 
utilize cafeteria and 
classrooms; handicapped 
accessible

 Each participant provided 
with color sticker on 
handout materials 
corresponding to small 
session room color

 About 20 per session; 
some more/less

 Notes taken in each 
session
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U.S. 54/Brazito Road

Improvement Locations
 Route E/Pleasant Hill Rd/ W. Brazito Rd
 Monticello Rd/Goller Rd/Marble Graphics
 Buffalo Rd/Heritage Hwy
 Honey Creek Rd/Heritage Hwy/Peschang Pkwy
 Route CC/Shepherd Hills Rd
 Route D
 Cassidy Rd

Sample of presentation







Goal -- Improve 
safety by reducing 
number of 
decisions motorists 
must make at one 
location





Most comments 
received were detailed 
and thought out



 Arrived at informed consent

 Listened/incorporated ideas from public

 Discussions transformed from skeptical/hostile to 
general understanding of issue/willingness toward 
change

 Hearing comments encourage proceeding with 
proposed improvements, making some minor 
adjustments

 J-turns accepted as one improvement strategy



the public that J-turns on 
US 54 is the right way to 
improve safety.



Each meeting was an 
opportunity to build 
towards consensus 


